AFRICAN OPENINGS 


connect and articulate thoughts or images. 


Veritable ideas engage us in process and lead into 
generation. Veritable ideas suggest formulated, com- 
pelling thought. They may grow out of notions and 
inklings but do not remain so. They have a communi- 
cable or apprehensible logic, which for our intelligence 
is, when crystalline, virtually self-validating and 
demonstrable. 


People embracing ideas expect rewards, or appre- 
hend the rewards at the moment of embrace—practical, 
material, spiritual. Perhaps we do not always expect 
the same from symbols but since symbols, too, con- 
tain ideas, being in actuality the graphic representa- 
tion of ideas, we may expect the same. 

Ideas are breeding grounds. While we are not always 
so easily inclined to embrace change itself, we are 
more readily inclined to embrace change when the 
ideas prompting the change are associated with appre- 
ciable and perceivable rewards. Indeed the ardor with 
which we struggle with ideas is the result of the anti- 
cipated outcome. 
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THE WAY OF IDEAS AND SYMBOLS 


Even more influential is the idea which carries within 
it the capacity for imbuing personal autonomy, self- 
esteem, or human enjoyment. The same idea may 
stimulate the physical in some or the metaphysical in 
others, of course, since all ears will not register the 
same words in the same way. 


What is generally expected from ideas is some form 
of liberation. In the excitement of the discovery of new 
and potent ideas, we often expect total liberation. 
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People are constantly in need of new ideas since life 
is full of issues. Some people discover a few seminal 
ideas which they use to direct their lives and solve or 
mediate most of the issues by which they are con- 
fronted. Many others are not always so lucky. Yet, 
they, too, stand on the look out for that particular 
idea, or those ideas, which they feel may provide an 
appropriate index for managing and understanding 
their existence. 


61 


